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CVSWMD Additional Recycling Specifications
Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District (CVSWMD) is committed to the safe and efficient
handling of hard-to-recycle items through our Additional Recyclables Collection Center (ARCC). Paint,
mercury-containing bulbs, some battery types, and most electronics are banned from the landfill.
CVSWMD can facilitate the transfer of these and other materials from member schools to the ARCC. For
each different type of material to be recycled, refer to the Specification Sheet (see table of contents) for
detailed instructions on prepping, coordinating transfers, and fees that may apply. Please carefully
follow these procedures to ensure your school does not accrue any unnecessary charges:

Procedure for Recycling:
1. Consult the Specification Sheets for all materials you have to recycle (see table of contents).
2. Contact a School Zero Waste Coordinator (SZWC) (see contact information below) for assistance
in completing a Materials Transfer Request form.
3. The SZWC will forward your completed request form to ARCC staff, and they will contact you to
finalize the details and to coordinate a day/time for transport of your materials (whether your
school is transporting your materials to the ARCC or ARCC staff are picking them up at your
school).
4. For large loads, CVSWMD may employ a gaylord (container consisting of a pallet and cardboard
sidewalls). CVSWMD will coordinate locating an appropriate location for a gaylord at your
school, while it is being loaded by school staff. A gaylord occupies approximately 1 cubic yard of
space and must be kept in a sheltered location, accessible by pallet jack and on a paved surface,
not grass or gravel.
5. Ensure your materials are sorted, stored, and packed according to the Specification Sheet for
that particular material.

Associated Fees:
There is a $50 fee per pickup of materials from your school by ARCC staff. Also, if instructions listed on
the enclosed spec sheets are not reasonably followed, your school will be assessed a fee of $75 to
account for staff time, as per the MOU on file with your school.
After materials are transported to our facility and sorted accordingly, an invoice will be sent that
includes the pickup fee and, if applicable, any additional material recycling fees outlined in the
specification sheets.
Some materials (e.g.: bulbs, clothing, certain electronics, anything containing refrigerants, tires, and
smoke alarms) require a fee.
Schools are encouraged to save up materials to be transported in one large trip.

School Zero Waste Coordinator Contact Info:
John Jose
johnj@cvswmd.org
Cell: 802-461-9246
Office: 802-229-9383 x 111
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CVSWMD Book Recycling Specifications
What we accept:
•
•

Hardcover and softcover books
Reference books, textbooks, and encyclopedias

NOT accepted:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Loose paper
Wet, moldy, or mildewed books
Catalogs, magazines, brochures (these items can be included with regular, “blue bin” recycling)
Projector slides
Cassette tapes
Binders

Procedure:
1. Review the information outlined in this spec sheet and direct any questions you have to a School
Zero Waste Coordinator (SZWC) (see contact information below).
2. The SZWC will assist you in completing a Materials Transfer Request form.
3. The SZWC will forward your completed request form to ARCC staff, and they will contact you to
finalize details and to coordinate a day/time for transport of your books (whether school staff
are transporting your books to the ARCC or ARCC staff are picking them up at your school).
4. If you have a large load of books (>4 boxes or 100 lbs), we will drop off a Gaylord box or make
arrangements with school staff to pick a gaylord up from our ARCC facility in Barre. The school is
expected to load the gaylord with books, boxing other materials separately.
5. The gaylord must be placed in an area protected from the weather and where it will be
accessible to a truck and pallet jack. It must be on a paved surface, no grass or gravel.

Associated Fees:
There is a $50 fee per pickup of materials from your school by ARCC staff. Also, if instructions listed on this
spec sheet are not reasonably followed, your school will be assessed a fee of $75 to account for staff time,
as per the MOU on file with your school.
Schools are encouraged to save up materials to be transported in one large trip.

More Info:
Books that are suitable for reuse are sold into the used book marketplace. Books that cannot be sold are
processed by Shred-Ex and the shredded paper is used by paper mills to make new paper products.

Notes:
We can recycle CDs/DVDs/VHS tapes as well, but these must be boxed separately (fees apply).

School Zero Waste Coordinator Contact Info:
John Jose, johnj@cvswmd.org, Cell: 802-461-9246, Office: 802-229-9383 x 111
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CVSWMD Battery Recycling Specifications
What we accept:
•
•
•
•

Single use batteries (Alkaline, Lithium Primary, etc.)
Rechargeable batteries (Nickel Cadmium, Lithium Ion, Small Sealed Lead Acid, Nickel Metal
Hydride, Nickel Zinc)
Cell phones
Lead Acid Car Batteries (please put cardboard between, if you have multiple, fees apply)

NOT accepted:
•

•

Damaged or swollen batteries. DANGEROUS – please cover with sand or kitty litter in a sealed
metal container marked “Hazardous Waste”, store outdoors, and contact Brenna Toman at
CVSWMD: brennat@cvswmd.org or 802-229-9383 ext. 101. (Do not place in trash!)
Non-alkaline batteries not taped or bagged (see below, under “Procedure”, from more info).

Procedure:
1. Review the information outlined in this spec sheet and direct any questions you have to a School
Zero Waste Coordinator (SZWC) (see contact information below).
2. The SZWC will assist you in completing a Materials Transfer Request form.
3. The SZWC will forward your completed request form to ARCC staff, and they will contact you to
finalize details and to coordinate a day/time for transport of your batteries, whether school staff
are transporting your batteries to the ARCC or ARCC staff are picking them up at your school.
For the following types of batteries, battery ends must be taped to cover the contacts, or the
batteries must be individually bagged:
- Any rechargeable batteries
- Any Lithium batteries (rechargeable and non-rechargeable)
- Any battery not clearly identified as to whether or not it contains lithium (i.e., if you are
uncertain, tape it to be safe)

Associated Fees:
There is a $50 fee per pickup of materials from your school by ARCC staff. Also, if instructions listed on this
spec sheet are not reasonably followed, your school will be assessed a fee of $75 to account for staff time,
as per the MOU on file with your school. Fees may apply for lead acid batteries.
Schools are encouraged to save up materials to be transported in one large trip.

More Info:
Battery materials are recycled into new batteries, raw metals like steel, metal items like golf clubs and
silverware, asphalt aggregate, and even sunscreen.

Battery Storage Safety at Your School and the Call2Recycle Program.
See next page for more information
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Safe Battery Storage in Your School:
Sign-up for a Call2Recycle battery collection kit,
which includes a collection box with a flame-retardant liner.
There is no cost to your school to participate.
Batteries, particularly lithium-containing batteries, can present a fire hazard. Proper handling and
storage are essential to minimize the risk of a battery-generated fire (i.e. a battery “thermal event”).
Through their battery recycling program, Call2Recycle offers free battery collection kits, which feature a
collection box with a flame-retardant liner. Combined with proper taping/bagging of collected batteries
and other safety measures, these lined collection boxes lower the risk of a battery-generated thermal
event occurring and spreading beyond the box.
In addition to being an important safety measure you can employ at no cost, having a Call2Recyle
battery collection box offers the additional benefit of providing a focal point for battery recycling in your
school. These boxes can be obtained at no cost from Call2Recyle and either:
1. Utilized as a storage container until used batteries can be transferred to a collection site (including the
CVSWMD ARCC facility in Barre).
- OR 2. A box can be shipped out for recycling when full. For this option, shipping is free and an empty,
replacement box will be delivered to your school.
Note: When placed in a school, a Call2Recyle battery collection box is intended for use by school staff
only to recycle batteries from home and batteries used in school. This is not an appropriate battery
collection program for your student population to participate in, due to the potential fire risk
associated with students transporting batteries, particularly lithium-containing batteries, from home to
school. With this in mind, please store your Call2Recycle box away from areas with student traffic. *
To register to obtain a battery recycling kit, including a flame-retardant-lined box for use by your school
staff, visit call2recycle.org and select “Collection Partners” and “Become a Collection Partner” to sign
up your school.
For more information, you can also contact:
Sean M. Plasse, Program Manager, Northeast Region/Call2Recycle, Inc.
Cell: 802-310-4123
Email: SPlasse@call2recycle.org
*Call2Recycle has a separate battery collection contest for school students to participate in, but at the
time this Additional Recycling Specifications Manual was being finalized, the student battery collection
contest was temporarily suspended, due to COVID-19. CVSWMD will announce to schools when the
contest is available again.

School Zero Waste Coordinator Contact Info:
John Jose
johnj@cvswmd.org
Cell: 802-461-9246
Office: 802-229-9383 x 111
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CVSWMD Bulb Recycling Specifications
What we accept:
•
•
•
•

Fluorescent lamps (single tube style)
Compact fluorescent lights (CFL), circular and u-shaped
LEDs, halogens, incandescent, and ultraviolet lights (fee applies)
Broken, mercury-containing bulbs – see Procedure #7, below.

Procedure:
1. Review the information outlined in this spec sheet and direct any questions you have to a School
Zero Waste Coordinator (SZWC) (see contact information below).
2. The SZWC will assist you in completing a Materials Transfer Request form.
3. The SZWC will forward your completed request form to ARCC staff, and they will contact you to
finalize details and to coordinate a day/time for transfer of your bulbs (whether school staff are
transporting your bulbs to the ARCC or ARCC staff are picking them up at your school).
4. Carefully store bulbs in boxes or safe containers.
5. Do not tape fluorescent lamps together (this creates a potential hazard, because lamps may
break when tape is removed).
6. If needed, CVSWMD staff will help school staff box lamps in approved containers during pick up.
7. Broken mercury-containing lamps – follow these procedures: https://www.epa.gov/cfl/cleaningbroken-cfl. Once it is double-bagged, a broken lamp will be accepted at the ARCC, but contact
ARCC staff (802-476-1900) in advance to make prior arrangements.

Associated Fees:
The first ten fluorescent tubes and an unlimited quantity of CFL bulbs are free, through state mandate, for
each transfer of tubes and CFLs to the ARCC. You will be charged $.13 per linear foot after the first ten
Continued on next page
bulbs for standard mercury fluorescent lamps. Ultraviolet, Halogen, Incandescent, LED or other bulbs
are not covered under the state program and carry separate fees for recycling.
There is a $50 fee per pickup of materials from your school by ARCC staff. Also, if instructions listed on this
spec sheet are not reasonably followed, your school will be assessed a fee of $75 to account for staff time,
as per the MOU on file with your school.
Schools are encouraged to save up materials to be transported in one large trip.

Continued on next page:
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More Info:
For more information on the state mandate for lamp recycling, click here. The first ten standard
fluorescent, mercury-containing bulbs (not ultraviolet bulbs) and all CFL’s are processed by Veolia, a
certified hazardous waste processor. The glass is recycled into new glass or used as alternative daily
cover on landfills. After the first ten standard fluorescent, mercury-containing bulbs and CFL bulbs, the
rest of the bulbs are processed through Complete Recycling Solutions. Bulbs are handled specially to
prevent the escape of mercury into the environment.

Notes:
Within 365 days of removal date, bulbs should be properly disposed of.

School Zero Waste Coordinator Contact Info:
John Jose
johnj@cvswmd.org
Cell: 802-461-9246
Office: 802-229-9383 x 111
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CVSWMD Clothing & Footwear Recycling
Specifications
What we accept:
•
•
•

Any clean, dry, usable clothing (Minor rips or stains are OK)
Any clean, dry, usable footwear - please box separately
Any clean, dry, usable backpacks or duffle bags

NOT accepted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scrap fabric bits and pieces
Fabric yardage
Wet, moldy, dirty or mildewed materials
Pillows/cushions
Stuffed animals
Linens (towels, bed coverings, sheets, blankets, curtains)
Rugs

Procedure:
1. Review the information outlined in this spec sheet and direct any questions you have to a School
Zero Waste Coordinator (SZWC) (see contact information below).
2. The SZWC will assist you in completing a Materials Transfer Request form.
3. The SZWC will forward your completed request form to ARCC staff, and they will contact you to
finalize details and to coordinate a day/time for transport of your footwear and clothing
(whether school staff are transporting your footwear and clothing to the ARCC or ARCC staff are
picking them up at your school).
4. If you have a large load of clothing and footwear, we will drop off a Gaylord and pick it up once
it is loaded by the school.
5. The Gaylord must be placed in an area protected from the weather and where it will be
accessible to a truck and pallet jack. It must be on a paved surface, no grass or gravel.

Associated Fees:
There is a $50 fee per pickup of materials from your school by ARCC staff. Also, if instructions listed on this
spec sheet are not reasonably followed, your school will be assessed a fee of $75 to account for staff time,
as per the MOU on file with your school. Additional fees apply for clothes recycling.
Schools are encouraged to save up materials to be transported in one large trip.

More Info:
Clothing, footwear, and backpacks/duffle bags are recycled through Helpsy.

School Zero Waste Coordinator Contact Info:
John Jose
johnj@cvswmd.org
Cell: 802-461-9246
Office: 802-229-9383 x 111
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CVSWMD Covered Electronics Recycling
Specifications
Covered electronics are banned from the landfill. These include computers (tablets, laptops, etc.),
televisions, and related peripherals, which are all recyclable. Other electronic waste is also recyclable –
refer to “Non-Covered Electronic Waste” (pg 10) for more info.

What we accept:
•
•
•
•

Computers, tablets, laptops
Computer peripherals: monitors, desktop printers, keyboards, mice, desktop scanners,
computer speakers
Televisions: all types and sizes, remote that goes with TV
Wires, cables, cords and adaptors for these devices.

Procedure:
1. Review the information outlined in this spec sheet and direct any questions you have to a School
Zero Waste Coordinator (SZWC) (see contact information below).
2. The SZWC will assist you in completing a Materials Transfer Request form.
3. The SZWC will forward your completed request form to ARCC staff, and they will contact you to
finalize details and to coordinate a day/time for transport of your covered electronics, whether
school staff are transporting your covered electronics to the ARCC or ARCC staff are picking
them up at your school.
4. If you have a large load of covered electronics, we will drop off a Gaylord box and pick it up once
it is loaded by the school.
5. The Gaylord box must be placed in an area protected from the weather and where it will be
accessible to a truck and pallet jack. It must be on a paved surface, no grass or gravel.

Associated Fees:
There is a $50 fee per pickup of materials from your school by ARCC staff. Also, if instructions listed on
this spec sheet are not reasonably followed, your school will be assessed a fee of $75 to account for staff
time, as per the MOU on file with your school.
Schools are encouraged to save up materials to be transported in one large trip.

More Info:
These electronics are banned from the landfill in Vermont, meaning it is illegal to place them with trash.
More on the law here: http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/productstewardship/electronics and here http://www.cvswmd.org/e-waste.html.
Electronic waste is sent to Good Point Recycling and other recyclers, where approximately 10% of items
are repurposed for reuse, and the rest are de-manufactured to produce scrap commodities.

Continued on next page:
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Notes:
Please box any batteries (see Battery Spec. Sheet), bulbs, and/or ink cartridges separately.
Data security: CVSWMD does NOT guarantee data security on recycled e-waste. If your e-waste stores
sensitive information, you may destroy your data by physically breaking the hard drive disks, or
permanently erasing it using disk wiping software. Do a web search for “how to permanently erase a
hard drive” or visit https://www.lifewire.com/how-to-wipe-a-hard-drive-2624527 to find out more.

School Zero Waste Coordinator Contact Info:
John Jose
johnj@cvswmd.org
Cell: 802-461-9246
Office: 802-229-9383 x 111

98
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CVSWMD Non-Covered Electronics Recycling Specifications
Non-covered E-Waste refers to all electronics, except televisions, computers, or computer
peripherals. Essentially, almost anything that runs on a plug or battery is considered e-waste.

What we accept:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DVD players, stereos/speakers, VCR players, game consoles
Microwaves, vacuums, and other small appliances
Projectors/smartboards
Phones, electronic readers, mp3 players, music devices, calculators, stereo speakers
Most household/school electronics (items that use a plug or batteries)
Almost any battery powered or electric device up to 50# in weight; call for information on heavier items.
Air conditioners, dehumidifiers, mini-fridges
Fees for non-covered electronics listed below

NOT accepted:
•

Full size refrigerators or freezers.

Procedure:
1. Review the information outlined in this spec sheet and direct any questions you have to a School Zero
Waste Coordinator (SZWC) (see contact information below).
2. The SZWC will assist you in completing a Materials Transfer Request form.
3. The SZWC will forward your completed request form to ARCC staff, and they will contact you to finalize
details and to coordinate a day/time for transport of your non-covered electronics (whether school staff
are transporting your non-covered electronics to the ARCC or ARCC staff are picking them up at your
school).
4. If batteries are removable, please remove batteries and package separately.
5. Separate electronics from other materials (batteries, books, bulbs) and box separately.
6. Please package all like items together, e.g.: all phones in one box, all projectors together, all remotes in a
box. This helps ARCC staff sort and process materials most efficiently.
7. Call to check for acceptance of any electronic device that weighs more than 50#.
8. If you have a large load, we will drop off a Gaylord and pick it up once it is loaded by the school.
9. The Gaylord must be placed in an area protected from the weather and where it will be accessible to a
truck and pallet jack. It must be on a paved surface, no grass or gravel.

Associated Fees:
There is a $50 fee per pickup of materials from your school by ARCC staff. Also, if instructions listed on this
spec sheet are not reasonably followed, your school will be assessed a fee of $75 to account for staff time,
as per the MOU on file with your school.
Schools are encouraged to save up materials to be transported in one large trip.
Refer to table on next page for detailed pricing on non-covered electronics.

Continued on next page:
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The following recycling fees apply to non-covered electronics (any electronics other than computers,
monitors, desktop scanners and printers, televisions, keyboards, mice, and computer speakers):

Items
Phones, electronic readers, mp3 players, calculators, small personal
electronics, game consoles, other electronics up to 3 lbs.

Fees
$1 for up to 3 lbs.
of assorted small items

DVD player, projector, stereo component, speaker, VCR, vacuum
cleaner, or similar electronics that weigh 3-10 lbs.

$3 ea.

Microwave or similar electronic that weighs 10-30 lbs.

$5 ea.

Other electronics that weigh 30-50 lbs.

$10 ea.

Air conditioners, dehumidifiers, mini-fridges
Floor model copier/printer

$20 ea.
$75 ea.

Smoke detectors

$5 ea.

More Info:
More on the E-waste ban law here: http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/productstewardship/electronics and here http://www.cvswmd.org/e-waste.html. All materials are sent to vetted R2
recyclers, data destroyers, and/or refurbishers.

Notes:
Data security: CVSWMD does NOT guarantee data security on recycled e-waste. If your e-waste stores sensitive
information, you should consider destroying your data by a) physically breaking the hard drive disks, or b)
permanently erasing it using disk wiping software. Do a web search for “how to permanently erase a hard
drive/phone” or visit https://www.lifewire.com/how-to-wipe-a-hard-drive-2624527 to find out more.

School Zero Waste Coordinator Contact Info:
John Jose
johnj@cvswmd.org
Cell: 802-461-9246
Office: 802-229-9383 x 111

11

CVSWMD Paint Recycling Specifications
What we CAN accept:
Original, undamaged containers of architectural paint, stain and finish, no larger than 5 gallons of:
• Interior and exterior paints (latex, acrylic, water-based, alkyd, oil-based, enamel)
• Deck coatings, floor paints, field and lawn paints
• Primers, sealers, undercoats, stains, shellacs, lacquers, varnishes, urethanes
• Waterproofing concrete/masonry/wood sealers and repellents (except tar and bitumen based)
• Metal coatings, rust preventatives

What we CANNOT accept:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

ANYTHING leaking, unlabeled, not in
original packaging, or missing a lid
Paint thinners, mineral spirits, solvents
Aerosol paints/spray paint (if you have
these, please contact us)
Auto, marine, traffic, and road marking
paints
Arts and crafts paints
Caulk, epoxies, glues, adhesives
Paint additives, colorants, tints, resins

•
•
•
•
•
•

Wood preservatives (containing
pesticides)
Roof patch and repair materials
Asphalt, tar, and bitumen-based
products
2-component coatings
Deck cleaners
Industrial Maintenance (IM) coatings
Original Equipment Manufacturer
(OEM) shop application paints and
finishes

If you have any of the above items that we CANNOT accept, please refer to the Hazardous Waste
Spec Sheet (pg 14) for more details, including how to register as a VSQG. Contact Mike Peabody at
mikep@cvswmd.org or (802) 229-9383 x 105 for more information.

Procedure:
1. Review the information outlined in this spec sheet, and direct any questions you have to a
School Zero Waste Coordinator (SZWC) (see contact information below).
2. The SZWC will assist you in completing a Materials Transfer Request form.
3. The SZWC will forward your completed request form to ARCC staff, and they will contact you to
finalize details and to coordinate a day/time for transport of your paint, whether school staff are
transporting your paint to the ARCC or ARCC staff are picking it up at your school.
4. If you have a very large load of paint, we will drop off a Gaylord and pick it up once it is loaded
by the school.
5. The Gaylord must be placed in an area protected from the weather and where it will be
accessible to a truck and pallet jack. It must be on a paved surface, no grass or gravel.

Continued on next page:
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Associated Fees:
There is a $50 fee per pickup of materials from your school by ARCC staff. Also, if instructions listed on this
spec sheet are not reasonably followed, your school will be assessed a fee of $75 to account for staff time,
as per the MOU on file with your school.
Schools are encouraged to save up materials to be transported in one large trip.

More Info:
Paint collection is facilitated by PaintCare with oversight from Vermont’s Paint Stewardship Law.
https://www.paintcare.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/vt-brochure.pdf

School Zero Waste Coordinator Contact Info:
John Jose
johnj@cvswmd.org
Cell: 802-461-9246
Office: 802-229-9383 x 111
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CVSWMD Hazardous Waste Specifications
CVSWMD does not accept Hazardous Waste (HW) at the ARCC at any time. However, if you
have any of the materials listed below, or other HW not listed, we can guide you through the process
of registering as a Very Small Quantity Generator (VSQG). Once registered, you may bring hazardous
materials to a CVSWMD seasonal HHW event with proper notice and registration (see below)

Examples of Hazardous Waste:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paint thinners, solvents
Paints or stains WITHOUT identifiable labels intact on the cans.
Cleaners that contain bleach — laundry products, tub & tile cleaners, toilet bowl cleaners
Drain openers, oven cleaners, floor wax
Tar, adhesives
Pesticides, aerosols, moth balls
Lead paint chips (Learn more at VT Dept. Health)
Typically, anything labeled CAUTION, POISON, DANGER, or WARNING

Seasonal Household Hazardous Waste Collections
CVSWMD holds seasonal (typically Saturdays, May-September) Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Collections. These collections are designed to serve residents, but businesses, organizations, and schools
may also participate, but must register as a Very Small Quantity Generator (VSQG) ahead of time (at
least one week prior to the event). Your waste will not be accepted at any collection events if you are
not registered. To register as a VSQG, or for more information, call Mike Peabody at (802) 229-9383 x
105.

Associated Fees:
Disposing of hazardous waste is costly and entails significant resources and specific procedures that
must be adhered to reduce potential risks associated with HW disposal. Schools, like other VSQGs, are
charged based on what is brought to a HHW event. When registering as a VSQG, we will provide you
with an estimated cost to dispose of the materials you have at your school(s).

Storing Hazardous Waste
If you are waiting for a collection, you will need to store any hazardous waste safely. The following are
general guidelines for storing:
•
•
•
•

Keep items out of reach of children.
If possible, store items away from populated spaces.
Make sure all lids and caps are tight to prevent the product and vapors/odors from leaking.
Keep items away from: heat sources (for safety), freezing temperatures (to prolong product life),
and flood prone areas (to prevent contamination of water and soil).
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