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Our FREE programming & support also provide students with enriching educational 
experiences and opportunities to make significant, positive contributions to their 
school community.

Working with teachers, staff, and students, we can help identify your school’s needs
and collaborate with stakeholders to deliver services to p meet those requirements.
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Introduction

At a minimum, CVSWMD helps schools meet Vermont’s Universal Recycling Law 
requirements, including for Blue Bin recycling and food scrap diversion.

http://www.cvswmd.org/
https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/universal-recycling
https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/universal-recycling
https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/universal-recycling
https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/universal-recycling
https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/universal-recycling
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CVSWMD

Central  VT  Solid  Waste  Management

District Demographics

A Union Municipality of:

19 member towns & cities
~ 600 square miles

~ 53,000 total residents

28 public & 12 independent schools 
serving ~ 9,500 students

What follows is a summary of programs 
and services CVSWMD offers in-district 

schools.

http://www.cvswmd.org/


Student  Learning/Support

• Pre-K through 12th grade

• School visits: classroom/schoolyard 
programming and cafeteria sorting 
station assessment and support

• Support for individual students, Green 
Teams, classrooms, grade levels or
campus initiatives

• Tabling w/ reuse craft activities at 
holiday events and participation in 
sustainability fairs and other 
events.
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https://www.cvswmd.org/programming--resources.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/programming--resources.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/programming--resources.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/programming--resources.html


Early Primary G rade Examples
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Sorting it All Out! (classroom waste
separation)

What Happens to That Banana Peel? (food scraps as a natural 
resource, including composting worms)



Upper  Primary  & Middle  School Examples
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Recycling Relays T-shirts to Totes (no sewing machine)
– a repurposing activity



High  School Examples
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Student -L ed  Waste  Management  Initiatives

Initiatives provide opportunities to practice tangible, environmental 
problem-solving and can include, but are not limited to:

• Classroom food waste collection

• On-campus composting establishment or improvement

• Beyond Blue Bin Recycling to capture harder-to-recycle items

• Cafeteria waste reduction, like food waste & disposable items

• Blue Bin Recycling amplification in classrooms and cafeterias

The following 5 slides provide examples.



Waste  Management  Initiative Example #1

Classroom Compost Team 
of E. Montpelier ES
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Classroom Food Waste Collection:

• The E. Montpelier Student Leadership Team 
chose to reduce the amount of food waste in 
classroom trash cans.

• Students took a well-thought-out approach, 
including reaching out to teachers to see 
what support they and their students needed 
to be successful.

• Their experience provided them with a model 
to engage in real-life problem-solving that 
translates beyond their school activities.



fall and spring only. Students can use
compost products created to support
growing of food in school gardens,
bringing this type of project full circle.

Support available:
• Connecting with collaborators & 

information resources
• Consulting support
• Sourcing supplies and equipment
• Grant funding

Waste  Management  Initiative Example #2

On-Campus Composting:
Different compost systems provide small-scale, experiential, on- 
campus projects that can be customized to compost any amount 
of a school’s food waste. These systems can be scheduled to run 
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Berlin E.S. Student tending a three- 
bin system, which was constructed 
by Central VT Career Center 
students.

Berling E.S. students tend a Jora 
tumbler, which captures classroom 
snack waste. Resulting compost is used 
for the school garden.

https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html


Waste Management  Initiative Example #3

Beyond Blue Bin Recycling 
• Markers & Highlighters
• Crayons & Colored Pencils
• Regular Pens & Pencils
• Glue Sticks & Empty Bottles

Collection initiatives demonstrate that through 
collective, community effort, challenging materials 
can be recycled.

Can be done from classroom level to campus-
wide.

Above items can be comingled and are accepted by
Staples school recycling programs at no cost.
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Allyson Healey’s Barre City kindergarten class displays some of 
the 38 lbs. of markers collected for recycling and their certificate 
of recognition on behalf of the BCEMS school community.

https://www.staples.com/stores/recycling


Waste  Management  Initiative Example #4
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Jen Fitch’s East Montpelier Elementary 3rd graders were concerned about the 
plastic silverware served with school breakfasts. By appealing to the broader
school community, they acquired enough metal silverware donations to use
in their classroom as well as other classrooms.
Through a CVSWMD Grant, the students were able to expand their efforts to 
purchase reusable bowls, plates and cups and create kits of reusables for 
distribution to other classrooms.

Replacing Classroom 
Single-use Items With 
Reusables:
There is tremendous environmental 
impact from manufacturing a 
disposable item and landfilling it after 
using it one time.

Students engage in real-life, 
environmental problem solving by 
finding ways to reduce single-use
items in their classroom and then 
expanding their initiative to their
school community.

https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html


Waste  Management  Initiative Example #5

Eighth-grader, Preston Averback with a certificate of recognition for 
“..establishing a highly successful initiative, which netted over 1500 
snack bags and wrappers, thereby greatly enhancing waste reduction 
efforts at Main Street Middle School.” The campaign was initiated by 
MSMS Sustain Leadership Program students seeking ways to enhance 
campus sustainability.

Beyond Blue Bin Recycling

Snack bags and candy wrappers are 
common components of school trash that 
cannot be recycled in the Blue Bin.
They can be captured and then recycled 
through TerraCycle’s Candy and Snack 
Wrapper Zero Waste Box program.

Applicable fees can be covered by in-
school funding sources or a CVSWMD
Grant.
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https://shop.terracycle.com/en-US/products/candy-and-snack-wrappers-zero-waste-box
https://shop.terracycle.com/en-US/products/candy-and-snack-wrappers-zero-waste-box
https://shop.terracycle.com/en-US/products/candy-and-snack-wrappers-zero-waste-box
https://shop.terracycle.com/en-US/products/candy-and-snack-wrappers-zero-waste-box
https://shop.terracycle.com/en-US/products/candy-and-snack-wrappers-zero-waste-box
https://shop.terracycle.com/en-US/products/candy-and-snack-wrappers-zero-waste-box
https://shop.terracycle.com/en-US/products/candy-and-snack-wrappers-zero-waste-box
https://shop.terracycle.com/en-US/products/candy-and-snack-wrappers-zero-waste-box
https://shop.terracycle.com/en-US/products/candy-and-snack-wrappers-zero-waste-box
https://shop.terracycle.com/en-US/products/candy-and-snack-wrappers-zero-waste-box
https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html
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Achievement Recognition

These students are true
Rot Stars!

CVSWMD recognizes two 
students, “For doing an 
outstanding job making sure 
Walden School’s food scraps are 
taken out to school compost bins 
every day.”



Consulting  Support
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Available from small student groups or individual classes to 
schoolwide sustainability programs.

Schoolwide sustainability programs receiving ongoing consulting support 
and programming, include:

Kayla Henry
Sustainability Program 
Teacher Crossett Brook MS

Don Taylor
Sustainability Program Teacher
Main Street Middle School

https://sites.google.com/view/sustainabilitycbms/home
https://sites.google.com/view/sustainabilitycbms/home
https://sites.google.com/mpsvt.org/msms-sustain/about
https://sites.google.com/mpsvt.org/msms-sustain/about


School Grants

- Support initiatives to enhance & expand solid 
waste management

- Up to $2,000 w/ no match requirement

Examples: Purchase/install
water bottle station

Cafeteria sorting station materials 
purchase and construction

Purchase reusable 
cafeteria serviceware

Purchase Jora
compost tumbler

On-campus compost bin 
system construction
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Solid  Waste  Management  Systems  Reviews

Support and ensure effective and regulatory-compliant management systems
for solid waste collection and disposal:

- Regular “Blue Bin” Recycling
- Special Recycling: fluorescent bulbs, e-waste, batteries, paint
- Food Scraps: cafeteria and classrooms
- Hazardous Waste: includes having a HAZCOM program plan

This includes an initial meeting with school custodial/facilities staff to
assess where assistance is needed or helpful.



Custodial  Support

Hg-Containing 
Bulbs/Thermostats

Architectural Paint Electronic-Waste

Batteries & Cell Phones
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Hazardous Waste

Special Recycling and Hazardous
Waste disposal via the Eco Depot in 
Berlin.

https://www.cvswmd.org/how-to-get-rid-of.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/how-to-get-rid-of.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/eco-depot.html


Cafeteria  Waste  Reduction

Food Scraps: Reduce food waste generated before it reaches compost buckets. 
CVSWMD provides sorting station designs, trouble-shooting and grant funding for 
construction or upgrades of cafeteria waste sorting stations.

Single-Use Items: Support in reducing 
dependence on single-use, disposable 
items is also provided, including funding to 
purchase reusable food serviceware 
available through school grants.

Share Station to reduce food waste and 
provide students with additional nutritious 
food.

Reusable plates & bowls 
purchased through
a CVSWMD Grant.
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file://///server1/GeneralShare/Programs/Outreach/School%20Programs/1.%20ADULT%20OUTREACH/CUSTODIAL_FACILITIES/CAF%20SORTING%20STATIONS/Caf%20Sort%20Stations%20Design%20Concepts_CVSWMD_8.5.2025.pdf
https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/school-grants.html


Teacher/Staff  Support
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Available on an ongoing basis

Visits to teacher meetings are also available during the school year or 
summer professional development events and can include:

o Support on classroom blue bin recycling & food scrap management

o Q & A on any other relevant topics

o Examples of classroom/schoolyard programming and student-led
initiatives

o Info and hand-outs on solid waste management for home and school



Your Presenter/Facilitator/Consultant

John Jose, School Outreach Coordinator for the CVSWMD, has a 
diverse background in environmental work, including wildlife 
conservation, water and soil resource protection, environmental 
education, and solid waste management, as well as experience 
working in schools in various capacities.

John has been with CVSWMD since 2016, supporting public & 
independent schools to meet solid waste management 
requirements per VT’s Universal Recycling Law.

Teacher feedback is consistently positive as John delivers high-
quality, educationally-enriching programming for students and 
adults.

CVSWMD services provided by John are FREE to schools located in
district towns, which include: Barre City, Barre Town, Berlin, 
Bradford, Calais, Chelsea, Duxbury, East Montpelier, Fairlee, 
Hardwick, Middlesex, Montpelier, Orange, Plainfield, Tunbridge, 
Walden, Washington, Williamstown, and Woodbury
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https://www.cvswmd.org/
https://www.cvswmd.org/
https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/universal-recycling
https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/universal-recycling
https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/universal-recycling
https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/universal-recycling
https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/universal-recycling
https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/universal-recycling
https://www.cvswmd.org/teacher-feedback.html
https://www.cvswmd.org/teacher-feedback.html


Contact  Information

John Jose
School Outreach Coordinator

Central Vermont Solid Waste Management
Office: 802-229-9383

Cell: 802-461-9246
schools@cvswmd.org cvswmd.org
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mailto:schools@cvswmd.org
http://www.cvswmd.org/
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